
CITY AND COUNTY OF SWANSEA 

 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE GOWER AONB 

PARTNERSHIP GROUP 
 

HELD AT REYNOLDSTON VILLAGE HALL, REYNOLDSTON, GOWER, 
SWANSEA ON MONDAY 29 JUNE 2015 AT 7.00 P.M.  

 
 
 PRESENT:  Councillor P Lloyd (Chair) presided  
 
 Councillor(s): Councillor(s):  
    
 J P Curtice  K E Marsh  
 
 Representing Organisations:  
  
 R Wright - Natural Resources Wales  
 Professor  

T Marsden 
- Cardiff University and Chair of the Review of 

Designated Landscapes in Wales  
 
 Officers:   
    
 K Flanders - Planning Policy and Environment Manager  
 C Lindley  - Gower AONB Team Leader  
 M Scott  - Gower AONB Officer 
 D Hill - Nature Conservation Team - City and County of 

Swansea  
 J Parkhouse - Democratic Services Officer  
 
 ALSO PRESENT:  
    
 R Button - Tourism Swansea Bay  
 S Heard - Gower Riding Club/Port Eynon Community 

Council 
 Community Cllr  

P R Hood-Williams  
- Upper Killay Community Council  

 G Howe  - Gower Society  
 S Hill - Glamorgan Gwent Archaeological Trust  
 P Lanfear  - Gower Commoners Association  
 A Woodman - Forestry and Farming  
 Community Cllr  

R Cooper  
- Llanrhidian Higher Community Council  

 J Davies  - Bay TRANS  
 C Hill - Gower Society  
 R Harris - Gower Resident  
 I Button - Rhossili Community Council  
 S Holden  - Sculpture by the Sea UK 
 P Holden - Sculpture by the Sea UK 
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 J White - Friends of Swansea Horses  
 D Grimsell - Friends of Swansea Horses 
 P Roberts - Friends of Swansea Horses 
 L Cutforth - Friends of Swansea Horses 
 B Chapman - Friends of Swansea Horses 
 H Morgan - Pennard Golf Club 
 M Hurst - Nicholaston House  
 J Burgess  - Gower Society  
 B Burgess - Resident  
 J Dunn - Ramblers  
 P Bowen-Simpkins - Reynoldston Community Council  
 H Jones - Reynoldston Village Hall Association  
 J Hurst - Resident  
 W Gayler  - Resident  
 Community Cllr 

L James  
- Pennard Community Council  

 K O’Driscoll - Resident  
 J Jones - Representing Gower MP Byron Davies  
 I Donaldson - Clerk to Three Crosses Community Council 
 J Lambert - Resident  
 
 
1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS  
 
 The Chair welcomed all present to the Annual Meeting of the Gower 

AONB Partnership Group at Reynoldston Village Hall and commenced 
proceedings.   

 
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillor M C Child, 

Councillor J E C Harris, Edwina Hart AM, Byron Davies MP, Paul 
Branchflower, Mike Thornton, and Mike Bristow.  

 
3. DISCLOSURES OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS   
 
 In accordance with the Code of Conduct adopted by the City and 

County of Swansea, no interests were declared.  
 
4. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Gower AONB 

Partnership Steering Group held on 2 March 2015 be approved as a 
correct record.  
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5. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 
 Broadband on Gower  
 
 R Button highlighted that there was still been no progress to date in 

relation to improving the broadband service on Gower, particularly from 
Scurlage to Rhossili.  He added that local businesses were finding the 
situation very frustrating.   

 
6. TERMS OF REFERENCE 
 
 The Gower AONB Partnership Group Terms of Reference were 

provided for information.   
 
7. PRESENTATION - THE WORK AND ROLES OF THE GOWER 

AONB PARTNERSHIP AND GOWER AONB TEAM 
 
 Mike Scott, Gower AONB Officer, provided a detailed and informative 

presentation on the work of the Gower AONB Partnership.  He outlined 
the Gower AONB designation, the role of the Gower AONB Partnership 
and the work of the Gower AONB Team within the City and County of 
Swansea.  He also updated the meeting regarding the work of the 
Sustainable Development Fund Panel.  He outlined how much funding 
the Panel had received during the previous and current financial years 
and provided examples of the projects that the Fund had supported.   

 
8. PRESENTATION - WELSH DESIGNATED LANDSCAPES REVIEW - 

WELSH GOVERNMENT 
 
 Professor T Marsden, Cardiff University and Chair of the Review of 

Designated Landscapes in Wales provided the meeting with a very 
detailed and informative presentation relating to the Review of 
Designated Landscapes in Wales.  He outlined the background to the 
Review and outlined Stage 1 of the Review which examined the 
purposes of AONB’s and National Parks in Wales.  He added that the 
Review was looking long-term with regards to the future management 
of AONBs and National Parks and would create a new governance 
system which would last for the next 30 to 40 years.  He also 
highlighted the opportunities and threats to the management of AONBs 
and National Parks in the future. 

 
 The meeting asked a number of questions of Professor Marsden who 
 responded accordingly.  The issue of retaining the title “AONB” was 
 raised by members of the public, who were keen that it be retained. 
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 The Chair thanked Professor Marsden for his detailed and informative 

presentation.   
 
9. TO ELECT TEN STEERING GROUP MEMBERS FROM 

NOMINATIONS RECEIVED  
 
 The Chair explained that ten nominations had been received for 

membership of the Partnership Steering Group.  Therefore, no election 
would be held.   

 
 RESOLVED that the following be elected to the Gower AONB 

Partnership Steering Group for a period of two years, in accordance 
with the Terms of Reference: 

  

Name Representing  

Alan Woodman Forestry and Farming  

Roger Button Tourism Swansea Bay  

Sue Hill Glamorgan Gwent Archaeological Trust  

Steven Heard Gower Riding Club /  Port Eynon 
Community Council  

Rod Cooper Llanrhidian Higher Community Council 

John Davies Bay TRANS 

Paxton Hood-Williams Three Crosses Community Council 

Gordon Howe Gower Society  

Huw Morgan Pennard Golf Club  

Deb Vine  Resident  

 
10. TO ELECT THE VICE-CHAIR OF THE STEERING GROUP 
 
 No nominations were received and the position was therefore vacant.  
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11. TO REQUEST THAT THE GOWER AONB PARTNERSHIP 

STEERING GROUP ELECTS THE FOLLOWING IN SEPTEMBER 
2015 

 
 RESOLVED that the Gower AONB Partnership Steering Group elects 

the following in September 2015:  
 

(a) The Sustainable Development Fund Grants Panel (consisting of 
Chair of the Steering Group and seven other members). 

 
(b) Sustainable Development Fund Grants Appeals Panel 

(consisting of Vice-Chair of the Steering Group and seven other 
members who do not already sit on SDF Grants Panel). 

 
12. PRESENTATIONS - GOWER VOICES  
 
 The following were allowed five minutes to discuss a topic concerning 

the AONB: 
 

(a) Deb Hill - Nature Conservation Team, City and County of 
Swansea - regarding the work of the Nature Conservation 
Team. 

 
(b) Friends of Swansea Horses - regarding the work undertaken by 

the Group. 
 
(c) Gordon Howe - Gower Society - regarding planning issues, 

particularly in caravan parks.   
 
(d) Alan Woodman - regarding issues relating to the Gower AONB 

Steering Group and Gower as a whole, particularly small 
businesses.   

 
The Chair thanked all speakers for their contributions. 
 

13. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME  
 
 Community Councillor I Beynon, Rhossili Community Council asked a 

question regarding planning enforcement and referred to lack of 
consistency, support and guidance in relation to issues on Gower.  He 
added that there was deep concern on Gower regarding bias within 
Planning Services and that planning was viewed very negatively 
locally.   
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G Howe, Gower Society asked for an update regarding a sign locally 
which did not have planning consent but had remained in place for over 
three years.   
 
P Lanfear, Gower Commoners Association requested that animal 
welfare matters be placed on a future agenda of the Gower AONB 
Partnership Steering Group for discussion.   

 
 RESOLVED that: 
 

(1) the Planning Policy and Environment Manager feeds back the 
concerns regarding bias and negativity to the Planning Services 
Manager;  

 
(2) the Planning Policy and Environment Manager provides 

feedback in relation to enforcement on the sign which had not 
had planning consent but had remained in place for over three 
years;  

 
(3) animal welfare be placed on a future agenda of the Gower 

AONB Partnership Steering Group for discussion.  
 

14. DATES OF MEETINGS FOR 2015/2016 TO BE HELD AT 7.00 P.M. 
 
 NOTED the dates of meetings for 2015/2016 to be held at 7.00 p.m. as 

follows: 
 

• 28 September 2015;  

• 21 December 2015;  

• 21 March 2016.  
 
 
 
 The meeting ended at 9.10 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 

CHAIR 
 
 
 
 
S: Gower AONB Partnership Group - 29 June 2015 
(JEP) 09.07.2015 


